
Four Years At Manus…. 
As we commemorate the fourth anniversary of the 
Australian Government’s use of Manus Island to 
detain people seeking asylum, Dean Peter Catt re-
flects on the way the tragic consequences of that 
decision are seeping into our culture and making 
the government’s position less and less tenable.  

‘The piece was called Reza Barati. Composed by 
Brooke Green. With the last sweep of the violin-
ist’s bow and as the final drum-beat ushered in a 
time of profound silence, I knew that something 
had changed.  

We were gathered in QPAC (The Queensland Per-
forming Arts Centre) for a concert featuring the 
wonderful Camerata: Queensland’s Chamber Or-
chestra. The concert was titled ‘Sanctuary’. It was 
part of the Queensland Music Festival.  

Reza Barati, an Iranian Kurd, was murdered on 
Manus Island on 14 February 2014. He had arrived 
in Australia seeking asylum in July 2013. Under 
what has become known as ‘The PNG solution’, he 
was sent by Australia to Manus Island. ‘The PNG 
solution’ has been found to be illegal by the PNG 
High Court. Nearly a year has passed since the dec-
laration of illegality and yet the governments of 
Australia and PNG persist in using the facility.  

When then Australian Prime Minister, Kevin 
Rudd, and PNG Prime Minister, Peter O’Neill, 
announced the decision to reopen Manus in July 
2013 the UNHCR declared that the policy was 
likely to be ‘harmful to the physical and psycho-
social wellbeing of transferees, particularly families 
and children. Reza Barati’s fate highlighted just 
how destructive this decision was. 

In the moment of expanding silence in QPAC I 
could tell that many hearts had been touched. At 
the after-party the piece and the man after whom it 
was named were the subject of intense emotional 

conversation. Emotions 
ranged from despair, to an-
ger, from deep sorrow to 
shame and guilt. The music 
captured the tragedy and the 
pathos of Reza’s life and 
death, and compelled the 
listener to confront the many injustices that had been 
perpetrated against him. A man murdered after seek-
ing sanctuary. A man set up to be destroyed by those 
who had the power to keep him safe. 

Through a concert at QPAC Reza Barati’s story has 
become part of our culture; a story of our moral fail-
ure has been captured in music and offered as part of 
a major festival. 

As a result the lamenting over the government’s deci-
sion not to protect the vulnerable that comes to us 
for help is no longer a marginal activity. It is no long-
er something done by human rights at specific vigils, 
but rather now is played out in one of our cultural 
play houses; the place where people gather to experi-
ence ‘A Winter’s Tale’, ‘Mary Poppins’, jazz, sympho-
nies, ‘Les Miserables’ and Professor Brian Cox.  

With concert-goers being moved to tears the lament 
is now very much mainstream and the government’s 
insensitivity and failure is being critiqued by what 
they like to call the sensible centre.  

The government no longer has any authority to con-
tinue to mistreat people in our name. It is well past 
the time to bring those incarcerated on Manus and 
Nauru to Australia for protection and processing’. 

Rev Dr Peter Catt, Dean of St. John’s Anglican Cathedral 
Brisbane, President of A Progressive Christian Voice and 
Chair of Social Responsibilities Committee. ‘Doing Justice’. 
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A gathering centred on the two 
Anglican Marks of Mission relat-
ed to doing justice and caring for 
creation coming up on the 1-3rd 
of September 2017. 

‘We aim to foster renewed think-
ing and dialogue about our com-
plex world, to seek insights into 
what vision of society the church 
should be proactively narrating 
into our culture, and how we 
might approach these endeavours 
in practice and advocacy. 

 

Speakers include the Very Rever-
end Peter Catt, Dr Neil Preston, 
Reverend Dr Sarah Bachelard, 

and Scott Stephens (ABC Reli-
gion & Ethics, the Minefield 
podcast), with facilitation by 
Brendan McKeague (Pace e 
Bene Australia). All are wel-
come to participate and join us 
to explore ideas around com-
plexity, transformation and nar-
rative. More details: 

http://doingjustice.org.au/
abundant-justice-1-3-
september-2017 

When: 1-3 September 2017 

Where: St. John’s Cathedral, St. John’s 
College within the University of 
Queensland and St. Francis Theologi-
cal College (Milton Anglican Church) 

Cost: $45 

Facebook event: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/65
1169615073587 

Register now for individual sessions or 
the whole gathering: 

https//www.trybooking.com/RABT 

continues to promote. 
APCVA committee member, 
Len Baglow, attended the 
protest outside the headquar-
ters of Border Protection in 
Canberra. We are keen to hear 
from APCVA members about 
their work with refugees and 

It was great to see so many people 
this month gather again in vigils to 
support those still languishing on 
Manus and Nauru. At our Mel-
bourne meeting this month, it was 
again affirmed that the rights of refu-
gees and asylum seekers should be 
one of the main issues that APCVA 

asylum seekers and the protests 
that you are involved in. It 
would be great to have more 
photos that we can share online 
or in the media. 
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Doing  
Justice 
Conference 

Refugees and Asylum Seekers 

APCVA 

Euthanasia 
With legislation on euthanasia coming before the Victorian Parliament soon, several Victorian members have asked about 
APCVA’s response. In order to formulate an informed response, it has been decided to put together a briefing paper that 
outlines the important issues: theological, practical, social and legal. All members of APCVA with an interest in this area are 
encouraged to participate in constructing this briefing paper. 

The process will be that in the next few weeks a first skeleton outline will be produced. This will be then sent out to all mem-
bers who have expressed an interest in being involved in the consultation. Members will then have about 10 days to give feed-
back and input. A second draft will then be prepared that encompasses the feedback and sent out to interested members a 
second time. Members can then make further comment. During this time, there will be a teleconference for people who want 
to give oral feedback. A final draft will then be prepared and sent to the management committee for final approval. The brief-
ing paper will then go on the web page and can be used by APCVA members as the basis for public comment. 

If you want to be involved in this consultation, let Len Baglow know on lsbaglow@bigpond.com . 

http://doingjustice.org.au/abundant-justice-1-3-september-2017
http://doingjustice.org.au/abundant-justice-1-3-september-2017
http://doingjustice.org.au/abundant-justice-1-3-september-2017
https://www.facebook.com/events/651169615073587
https://www.facebook.com/events/651169615073587
https/www.trybooking.com/RABT
mailto:lsbaglow@bigpond.com


June 2017 

On Sunday the 16th of July, a 
successful Melbourne meeting 
of APCVA members and those 
interested in APCVA was held. 
A Quest group of Habitat Unit-
ing Church in Canterbury host-
ed the meeting. A dozen people 
attended. Len Baglow, of the 
management committee of 
APCVA facilitated. 

Much of the early part of the 
meeting was dedicated to dis-
cussing the work of APCVA 
and answering questions. This 
conversation was assisted by the 
presence of Peter Fensham who 
had been on the early organis-
ing committee of APCVA in 
2011. One of the interesting 
questions that came up was 
how APCVA decided on a posi-
tion to take on issues. Up till 
now this has been a rather in-
formal process based on discus-
sion among active members. As 
the movement grows and even 
more contentious and complex 

issues are addressed 
it was suggested 
APCVA might 
need more robust 
processes. Len will 
take this back to 
the management 
committee. 

The complexities 
and ambiguities of the term 
“progressive” were also dis-
cussed. 

A discussion of the issues that 
concerned the Melbourne 
group highlighted that many 
were the same as issues already 
pursued by APCVA. These in-
cluded refugees and asylum 
seekers, marriage equality and 
climate change including the 
Adani mine. Specific Victorian 
issues mentioned included 
homelessness and euthanasia 
(which is likely to come before 
the Victorian legislature by the 
end of the year). Other issues 
discussed included gambling, 

drug reform, mental health, the 
production and selling of arma-
ments, and the changes brought 
about by technological change 
particularly for employment. 

As action items from the meet-
ing, it was stressed how im-
portant it was to join APCVA 
and to continue to build the 
membership. A small commit-
tee was formed to help promote 
the work of APCVA in Victo-
ria.  

For more information on how 
to get involved please contact 
Len Baglow 
lsbaglow@bigpond.com 

Melbourne APCVA Meeting. 
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What is Your Story? 
APCVA is currently looking at including some members’ stories on the website. What is your story of Faith? 
Many of our members have powerful stories to share of encounters in life, theology and the Church that lead 
them to progressive Christianity or to be instigators of change. Please email  

tiffany.sparks@stpaulsashgrove.org.au your story if you would like to share your experiences 

‘Link Between Theology and Domestic Violence’ 
Last week, Julia Baird caused quite a stir with her article based on extensive research on links between 
conservative theologies of male headship and domestic violence. While this article may shock and upset 
some readers, it is important to take note of. How can we change if we refuse to see the problems? Last 
month APCVA released a piece on gender theology and the dangers of complementarianism;  Baird’s 
research has produced real facts that have effected real people’s lives. Theology that has women as sec-
ondary is dangerous. Recently the SBS has run a series based on the book ‘The Handmaiden’s Tale’. 
This series, while fictional, shows how insidious gender theology can be.  While Baird’s recent article 
might evoke emotions, it is important for us to show support to the people who uncover issues such as 
these as well as support for the victims. This is how we make change! Watch this space for future arti-

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-24/confronting-domestic-violence-in-islam/8458116
http://www.progressivechristians.org.au/articles/the-church-and-violence-against-women/


Food for thought 

 ‘On the Way’ 

Membership 

This year we are hoping to build our membership to 
500. We currently have about 150 members. You will 
shortly get an email suggesting ways you can help in 
building membership. In the meantime, if you have not 
renewed your membership below are details about how 
you can do it. Renewal fee, and any other contribution, 
can best be processed either by: Direct Debit to:    A 
Progressive Christian Voice (Australia) Inc. 

 BSB:    633000      Account No:   146392212 

or posting a cheque made out to: A Progressive Chris-
tian Voice (Australia) Inc. To Ray Barraclough,           
25 Buderim Street, Currimundi, Qld 4551 

‘On the Way’ is a series of progressive Christian 
podcasts that can be found through the Apple and 
Android podcasts apps. These casts tackle issues 
such as inter-faith dialogue, gender and sexuality. 
These podcasts are free and definitely worth a lis-
ten. Progressive Christian content can be found in 
the sermon section on the St. John’s Cathedral site 
and on audio at the St. Paul’s Ashgrove website on 
the weekly lectionary readings. 

Promoting public awareness of the politically 
progressive dimensions of Christian opinion 
 

- A Progressive Christian Voice (Australia): 
understands Christian opinion to be more di-
verse and broader than that portrayed by the me-
dia 

 
- is dedicated to contributing insights from pro-
gressive streams of the Christian faith and com-
munity 
 

- seeks to minimise the effect that powerful lobby 
groups have on public discourse  

 
- is therefore concerned with promoting public 
awareness of the diversity of Christian opinion 

 
- welcomes fresh and challenging contemporary 
insights into the interpretation of the Christian 
scriptures and tradition 

 
- does not speak on behalf of any Christian       
denomination, congregation, community or or-
ganisation 
 
- Our members come from a variety of back-
grounds and traditions.  

Our presence continues to grow on Facebook and Twit-
ter. These platforms are important for letting the press 
know that we exist. If you haven’t done so already please 
like Facebook or follow on Twitter. Also don’t forget to 
share material that you like or think is important. You 
can link onto our Facebook or Twitter accounts from 
the of the webpage.     http://
www.progressivechristians.org.au/ 

IMPORTANCE OF SOCIAL MEDIA! 

If you use twitter, it is important that you follow the 
APCVA twitter feed. Last week Lyle Shelton of the 
Australian Christian Lobby was mentioned on the 
ABC solely based on an ill-informed tweet about vio-
lence towards women. The media follow him because 
he has 3,500 followers on twitter. APCVA currently 
has 70. We need to raise our presence in this area of 
social media. 

Looking for Progressive Christian 
Contacts Around Australia 

Every week we are contacted by people asking 
for progressive Christian communities and 

community leaders in their local area.  

APCVA would like to develop a list of people 
who would be happy to be contacted to help 
people find a suitable community near them. 

Can you help? 

http://www.progressivechristians.org.au/
http://www.progressivechristians.org.au/
http://www.progressivechristians.org.au/

